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Case 3207 

staphylinidae Latreille, 1804 (Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed 
conservation of 65 specific names 

Lee H. Herman 

American Museum of Natural History , Central Park West at 79th Street , 
New York , NY. 10024-5192 , U.S.A. (e-mail: herman@amnh.org) 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the conservation of 65 specific names that 
have been in use for many years for rove beetles (family staphylinidae), but which 
were junior primary homonyms when published. The species are now placed in 
several different genera and none of the species denoted by the homonyms has been 
considered congeneric since 1899. This case is submitted to the Commission in accord 
with Article 23.9.5 of the Code where both senior and junior homonyms are in 
current use. or in accord with Article 23.9.3 where the senior and junior homonyms 
are not both in current use because the senior homonyms are treated as junior 
synonyms and the junior homonyms have not been used in 25 works in the preceding 
50 years. 
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1 . The current paper submits 65 cases of primary homonymy in the rove beetles 
(family staphylinidae) for action under the Commission’s plenary power to conserve 
the existing usage of the junior homonyms. This would allow the greatest stability in 
the naming of these staphylinid taxa. In 35 cases, both the senior and junior primary 
homonyms are in current use, but in none of these cases are the taxa considered to 
be congeneric (Herman, 2001). Article 23.9.5 of the Code states that even though L the 
names apply to taxa not considered congeneric after 1899, an author must not 
automatically replace the junior homonym’ and 'the case should be referred to the 
Commission’. As a result, the prevailing usage of the junior names has been retained 
in Herman (2001), as directed by Articles 23.9.5 and 82. In a further 27 cases, the 
situation is similar in that none of the taxa is considered congeneric (see Herman, 
2001). In these cases the senior primary homonyms are not in current use as they are 
treated as junior synonyms (Article 23.9.1 .1), but the junior homonyms have not been 
used in 25 works in the preceding 50 years (Article 23.9.1.2) and the matter is referred 
to the Commission under Article 23.9.3. 

2. The senior and junior homonyms are presented in the form of a table (Table 1). 
Reference should be made to Herman (2001) for further bibliographic and nomen- 
clatural detail. In most cases the junior name was established after, often long after, 
the senior name was moved from the genus in which the names were homonyms. In 
most cases the junior homonym is from a non-European region and the names have 
been cited only rarely. 

3. In three cases. Article 23.9.1 of the Code applies and I propose that the use of 
the junior homonyms should be maintained under Article 23.9.2 (Table 2). 
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4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1 ) to use its plenary power to rule that the specific names in column 2 of Table 1, 
as originally published in binomina with the generic names in column 5, are not 
invalid by reason of being junior primary homonyms of the specific names in 
column 4; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 

(a) the specific names in column 4, as originally published in binomina with the 
genus names in column 5; 

(b) the specific names in column 2, as originally published in binomina with 
generic names in column 5, ruled in (1) above to be not invalid by reason 
of being junior primary homonyms of the names in column 4. 
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Table 1. 62 specific names (junior primary homonyms) that are proposed for conservation, with their senior primary homonyms and other information 
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Xylockomus concinmis Widespread in Europe Philonthus concinnus Staphylinus Linnaeus, Since 1954, j.h. has Article 23.9.5 

(Marsham, 1802, and elsewhere (Gravenhorst, 1802, 1758 been cited as valid in at 

p. 510) p. 21) least 29 publications by 
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2. Bryoporus piceus 2. -cited only once in 

(Stephens, 1829, p. 268) 1943 



Table 2. Three junior homonyms whose use should be maintained under Article 23.9.2 of the Code. 
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